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< Executive Summary >

The 15™ Taipei-Seoul Forum:

“New Directions in Korea-Taiwan Relationship”
By Tae-Hyo KIM

Korea and Taiwan are special cases of the
Post-Cold War era for their lasting Cold War
They were divided in the Cold War in
the wake of growing competition between the

legacies.
western and communist blocs. Virtually sixty
years have passed since these divisions, yet both
Korea and Taiwan are bound to managing
national policies dealing with the partitions.
This situation is not altogether a handicap for
Koreans and  Taiwanese; rather, their
commitment to national security and economic
development during the Cold War has stimulated

boosts in the two nations’ international statuses.

The Seoul-Taipei Forum, begun in
1989 while hostilities of the Cold War were
eroding, has touched upon many important

bilateral issues and has searched for improved
relations under the changing international order.
East Asia is how growing in prominence as the
stage for twenty-first century politics between
the United States and the Peoples’ Republic of
China.
security confidence, their potential for economic

While East Asian nations lack mutual

growth has caught the world’s attention.

At the 15th Taipei-Seoul Forum, we
discussed several major issues necessary for
cooperation, such as how to adjust the
Taiwanese-Korean relationship to the changing
international environment.  First, Korea and
Taiwan must maintain stable relations with the
United States to continue to promote peace and
stability in East Asia. At the same time, Korea
and Taiwan should acknowledge the importance
of comprehensive security issues in the context
of increasingly complex security issues rising in

East Asia.

The PRC’s rise as a major regional and
global power poses challenges to Taiwan and
Korea in their alliance with the United States.
We need to establish a policy regarding China,
which will not negatively affect our relations
with the United States and neighboring countries.
The PRC's ‘One China Policy’ and desire to
maintain the status quo in Korean Peninsula will
make long and arduous any attempts to resolve
conflicts in Korea and Taiwan. However, we
cannot compromise our market economy and
democratic principles. Building peaceful East

Asian relations based upon these values will



bring our nations recognition and support from
the international community.

Economic cooperation is a vital and
practical source of strengthening bonds between
Taiwan and Korea. Trade between theses
nations has continuously increased despite a
diplomatic setback in the early 1990s. Our two
countries are expected to expand the scope of
our economic relations through leading
businesses such as the IT industry, education,
and medical services. As was stressed in the
outstanding presentations in the economy
session, the ROK-U.S. Free Trade Agreement is
not only necessary for the two signing partners,
but is also crucial for paving the way for the
signing of more FTAs and for the dynamic

economic scene in East Asia.

There is an old saying that everything
goes alright if you have peace at home.
Although Taiwan and Korea should be proud of
the democratic developments that have taken
root since the 1980s, we must realize we are still
Both leaders
and the public must respect rule of law.

in the middle of trial and errors.

Accompanying democratic institutions should be
the public’s democratic consciousness. Let us
continue to strengthen our mutual relations by
administrations.

implementing  cooperative

The road to our nations’ futures may be
uncertain and full of challenges as has been the
one we have walked on the past half century.
But we have a conviction: our positive future
will be achieved through the explorations of the

Seoul-Taipei Forum.
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